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Trip Report

Our MOTATVisiton 14" Augustwasmost
successfulsharing cars enabled our party to
assemblein the Telecommunicationsection
Brian Potter has deep knowledge of the
equipment, and pointed out the changesthat
took placeoverthe last century He explained
the workingsof equipmentwhich enabledthe
wondersof communicationby Morse-code,via
teleprinter, then later voices carried long
distanceson telephonewiresand cables

Members at MOTAT shown equipment
adapted for those with impaired speech.
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Cables from Samoa

In Nov. 19181 Cables and S.O.S.
were received in New Zealand.
Within a week finfluenza had spread
throughout the main island of Upolu
and to the neighbouring island of
Savai'i. ... Approximately 8500
people i more than one-fifth of the
populationT di ed. O

Influenza hits Samoa_from
nzhistory.govt.nz/media,

Island trader, th&alune

Apiag 1914 (unknown
photographer- out of copyright)

New Zealandwasmandatedo
administer Western Samoa, a
former German Colony - by
the League of Nations
following WWI.

The secondwave of the global influenza pandemiccameto Western Samoaon boardanisland
trader,the Talune, on 4 Novemberl1918 The acting port officer at Apia was unawarethat there
wasa severeepidemicat the ship'sdeparturepoint, Auckland As a resulthe allowed passengers
ashorejncluding six who were seriouslyill with influenza Within a week influenzahad spread
throughout the main island of Upolu and to the neighbouringisland of Savai'i Approximately
8500 people ¢ more than one-fifth of the population¢ died. Responsibilityfor the pandemic
clearlylay with NewZealand

In 1918 Western Samoawas still occupiedby New Zealandforcesthat had seizedthe German
colony at the beginningof the First World War. In addition to not placingthe Taluneunder
quarantine,the New ZealandAdministrator, ColonelRobert Logan,did not acceptan offer of
assistancdrom the Governorof nearbyAmericanSamoavhich mayhavereducedthe deathtoll.
It was only in 2002 New %S |  IPnyfrie igister Helen Clarkmade an official apologyto the
Samoarpeoplefor the actionsof the NewZealandauthorities
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A letter from Samoa describes a BIRKENHEAD
journey by horse and foot, by a young H ER'TAG E

lawyer T.V. Fitzpatrick to his parents V. SOCIETY——
& A. Fitzpatrick living in Harbour pastoiebenead.com
View Road in Birkenhead. Contributed :

h
by his sonandmemberB. Fitzpatrick Apia. 28" June 1937

DearDad, | promisedto tell you aboutmy trip acrosshelsland Firstit will bewell to
describethe topography Upolo Island is about47 mileslong with the greatesbreadthof about
15 miles, the crossislandtrack runsin its widestpart About the middle of the north coastis
situatedApia, awide sweepingeefencirclesa shallowlagoon Downthe centreof theisland- a
rangeof mountainsthe greatesteightis some3600ft. From Apia westto Mulionuarunsa
goodmotorroadwhich extendgo the eastsomel6-17 milesto Falefa Goodroadsextendinland
fromApiasome6i 10miles All othero r o aretracksmoreor lesspassabléo horses

l%?r_@,‘g;.\v\-bs from Greermich CU P 6 L U l #
o
| Olga R?J };}Q 3 N B ?
y - ‘["j .#rwl&ﬂlelllu maen,aa \ 5 \
ianend /ST OGS i
Agn:l\\l? AIGOILETA) ‘.“3“ wu;f: 4 4108 B

o )
llllll

M ;
» uv e 4 _m;,ﬂc
1oV o' GINE '( OFonoTi D™
L ) & /f‘ )4\ 4§ Fanuatapu
|4'°501dh 1 tl}%\( GOHI LOTOTAWLC]QATA Namus 5 |4°
i & | (i ) ST o
C ‘ e S s S Ta}oazbgw P
| 690) Fa\eg\\ 1 ;
l &2 Nuulua. |

s o Vg i
i LL“‘llJlLJJll\]llil%ON‘l”‘N"t—‘

Directly behindApia andon the Southcoastis Safatabayi alsoa shallowreefenclosedstretch
of water Onthis bayis a placecalledSataoavhereBurnsPhilp haveatradingstation Exceptin
Apia thereareno regularshops The native purchasesre simple,tinned foods, cloth for lava
lavas, kerosene tobaccoand similar goods They producemainly coprawith occasionallya
small quantity of cocoabeans The firms pick out a likely locality manor in a village and
establismatradingstation A traderis putin chargebeingpaidasmallsalary£5 - £6 amonthand
givena commissionon copraboughtandgoodssold A stockof £200- £300 worth of goodsis
carriedandis replenishecdat approximatelyé weekly intervalsby a launchwhich alsoremoves
the boughtcoprato the headstorein Apia. Copralosesweightasit dries,anallowanceof up to
10% betweenboughtweightand A p i adight is madeto the traderto allow for this. Any
excesshrinkagdan weight,or shortagen a stationscashor goodsis chargedo thetrader

We act for the firm owning the station at Sataocoaand it was recently reportedto us that an
inspection(a station inspectortakes stock from time to time and checkson the trader) had
discloseda shortageof about£85. Therethe coprashedis closeto the beachwith the station
some20 yardsinland but absolutelyclearin between Thetraderallegesthathe boughtcoprato
that value but somepersonhadstolenit andthentried to burndownthe shed He himselfhad
goneto theshedandpulledfrom underit, ontheseawardidea charredsmoulderingsack
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Letter from Apiactd. BIRKENHEAD
The casehas not yet come on so the evidenceis not H E R | TAG E

complete The police made enquiriesand as a result

preferredchargesof theft and attemptedarson The case - ?O?J Eh-l; —
. . . www. historicbirkenhead.com

is adjourneduntil anotherstaff membenreturns

Tom decidedto work up the brief and insisted me to accompanyhim over. As the firms
representativé tookavery passivepartin theproceedings

We left Apia about9.20 AM by carandproceedegastVailima (4 miles South of Apia) to Chas
FellowesplacewhereTom and| wereprovidedwith horses Our manaccompanieds while the
accusedabout23 yearsold, andtwo boysfollowed after,carryingour gear Apparently- learnt
from the Chinesecoolies- the nativesusethe balancepole to carry their burdens We climbed
steadilyoveraroughcarttrackto Maldoli andApiamala Pasta resthomethe Governmenused
to maintain,whereinhabitantsspenta weekor two andrecuperatedrom the heat Now only a
chimneyremains At ApiamaloP.C. Fabricushasabach Fromherethe roadbecameabushtrack
andno habitationwasseenuntil we reachedheothersideof theisland

We passedseveralbanyantrees Theseare peculiarin that the tree grows up, and from its

branchegsdropslong trailers As eachtrailer reacheghe groundit takesroot but the top remains
partof the original tree An old treewill havea thick maintrunk, aboutforty or fifty feetup the
brancheswill begin  Going up to the branchesand into the trunk will appeara whole host of

propsor stays The stayscovera fair partof groundandthe effect of the thick main trunk with

thepropsconveyingatthetopis thatindiantepeesurroundedy a growingtree

Local Birkenhead variety of Bunyan tre@sw Editor

About half way downatrackstruckoff to theright. Thiswasadirecttrackto our destination
butwe kepton aswe wishedto seea waterfall saidto bethe highestin SamoaUnfortunately
therainwassoheavythatwe couldseenothing We cameout high on the edgeof whatmust
havebeena largevalley anda blur abouta mile anda half awayindicatesthe positionof the

fall. It mustbe a magnificentsightnormally The trail now wasreally a bushfoot track A

little further on we hadsandwichesvhich we hadboughtwith us Time wasnow aboutlpm

andwe hadbeenin thesaddlesinceabout10.20.
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We beganto feel cold andlook forwardto seeingcoconuttreesasthis would meannearnes$o the
sea Finally we cameout into a clearing and after riding through some bananascame into
coconuts Therewe haltedwhile somecoconutswere broughtto usto drink. The effervescing
milk of the nut is very good as a thirst quencher On againthrough coconutsuntil at last we
crossedh smallstreamandemergedo thebeach Thepriesthasbuilt awall to stoperosion

Letter from Apiectd.

Copra Plantation. Source: Alfred Tattersall, Samoa, Samoa housésfales ¢1930s
c1918, Te Papa Museum, Wgn. NZ. Wikipedia commons. Photographer unknown

Thevillage we hadarrivedat wasMulivai, | think it is mentionedn the Maori accountsof their
voyagingto New Zealand We cameout atthe Eastendof Mulivai andproceededo the Westend
Thenwe crosseda streamand was soonat our destinationTafatoala Juston the streamO F
Nelson& Co. havea storeandtheir traderrushedout aswe passecand demandedo know why
our guidehadgoneto Apia andnot paid him 14/- which wasowingto him. | wasalreadyaheadbf
Tom atthetime somissedhearingtheargument

We arrived at the stationrun by a Mr. Ortquist wet through at abouthalf pastthree We soon
changedbur clotheswhile a cup of teawasbeingpreparedor us. Beforewe could havethetea
somefive or six chiefsarrivedandsquattedntheporch Theybroughtsomekavarootsasatoken
of friendship It wasnecessaryo havetheir rootscrushedandhaveadrink atonce Everyhuthas
a kavabowl. Thekavais crushedat onetime it waschewedbut not now, andplacedin the bowl
with water A maidenthenstirsit andstrainsit throughfibre. A chieftakesit uponhimselfto call
the orderof servingwhich mustbedonein strictorderof rank Asther e c i pnaneeis ¢aleeda
youngmantakesa full bowl andwith appropriategesturehandsit to drinker. Thedrinkermurmurs
dmanuiad(goodluck) anddrinks. Sometimegsafuais used

After lunch we talked until teatime. The chiefs cameback, this time with the stemkava for
anotherbowl. The sameetiquetteis followed but this time it was a formal welcometo us so
speechegveremadethankingGodfor our safejourneyandeverythingelse Ourhostboughtouta
poundof sugaranda poundof rice which representedur gift to thechiefs You mustreturnevery
gift atonceor youwill becalleduponlaterseveratime for sundrysmallthings

Written by T.V. Fitzpatrick To be continued - nextNewsletter
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Potter Cottage at MOTAT BIRKENHEAD
Birkenhead Heritage members also visited H E R | TAG E

Potter Cottage,relocatedthere in 1969 —  SOCIETY——
Newspaperrecordsof Potter Cottageare mixed www historicbirkenhead.com
with that of the EpsomHotel - locatednext door, i
andthelargefarmreferredto asP o t tPaddatls
ownedby William Potter,directancestoof Brian.

In 1835 William Potter cameto New Zealand
with his wife from Australia wherehe hadbeen
transportedby the British authorities William
Potterbecamea hotelkeeperin the Bay of Islands
aboutthe time the Maori chief Hone Heke was
active By the time Kororareka, (Russell) was
destroyedon 11 March 1845 Potterhadrelocated
to Auckland, purchasingand there,directly from
local Maori a50acreblockat Epsom

Three acresof his land was purchasedor the
EpsomCostley Home for the Aged Poor site by
the Auckland Hospital and CharitableAid Board
around185Q Known later asthe CostleyBlock,
with Greenlaneand National Wo me mHoéspitals

addedto the site. More of P o t toeginal 8nd \1empers listen to Brian outside Potter Cottag
becamdhesite of theshowgroundsindracetrack Photo Colleen Durham

PotterCottagewasbuilt by William besideManukauRoad,usinglargeblocksof basaltrock for the

front wall. It wasnot occupiedby him or his family. Many meetingswvereheldin theEpsomHo t e
parlournextdoor,includingin 1851the foundingof the Agricultural & PastoralAssociation Some

first A & P showshadbeenunderwayearlier,by 1843 In 1887 muchof the PotterPaddockproperty

wassoldto the City of AucklandTramwaysandthe Suburbar_and Companyfor useasa depot,and

grazingontheAuckland- Onehungaoute

In 1901 the showgroundland wasrenamedAlexandraParkto commemoratehe visit of Princess
Alexandra The GreenlandHospitalsite becamehe GreenlaneClinical Centrefrom 2004

Potter Cottage, with the Epsom Hotel next door 191%otter Cottage in 1960B. Beattie
James D Richardson: Sir George Grey Special Colleskiohkib. 4150
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